
Darth Vader: A Short Biography. Darth Vader was born Anakin Skywalker, a slave child on the
desert world of Tatooine, and was discovered by a Jedi Knight who believed the boy carried an
unusual aptitude for the Force. He was taken for training against the reservations of the Jedi
Council, several of whom felt he was already too old and too attached to his mother to be
safely taught. He grew into a gifted pilot and a formidable duelist, and also into a restless
young man impatient with the caution of his elders. His secret marriage to a senator of the
Republic violated the code he had sworn to, and his fear of losing her drove the decision that
defined him. Offered the promise that the dark side could hold death at bay, he turned against
the order that raised him and took part in its destruction. The duel that followed left him
burned and broken on a volcanic world, and the armored suit built to keep him alive became the
only body he would know for the rest of his life. As the Emperor's enforcer he hunted the
survivors of the Jedi purge and commanded the Imperial fleet from the bridge of a star
destroyer. He served aboard the battle station known as the Death Star, where he interrogated
captured members of the rebellion and killed his own former master in single combat. For two
decades he was the most feared figure in the galaxy, a presence announced by the sound of his
breathing before he entered a room. He did not learn until late that his wife had borne twins,
and that both had survived. The discovery that the pilot who destroyed the Death Star was his
son changed the shape of his remaining years. He pursued the boy across the galaxy, first to
capture him, then to turn him, and finally with a purpose he could not name. Their last meeting
took place before the Emperor's throne. Ordered to watch his son die, he chose instead to kill
his master and end the Sith line he had served, taking a wound that killed him minutes later.
He asked to be seen once without the mask, and died as Anakin Skywalker. He is remembered as
both the instrument of the Republic's fall and the man who ended the Empire that replaced it,
and the biography of Darth Vader is usually told as a single arc of fall and return rather than
as two separate lives.


